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Captain Jeremiah Hill . 
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.... J. Fred Warner 

Rev. Moses Morrill. 
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Captain Benjamin Hooper- 

.... Roland Labelle 

Dr. Aaron Porter. 

.... William McKenney 
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.... Edward Wolfertz 

Deacon Simon Wingate . 

.... David De Turk 

Thomas Emery. 

.... Camille Bolduc 

Nathaniel Perkins. 

.... Louis Lachance 

Joseph Tarbox. 

.... Lawrence N. Davis 

Militia. 

.... The Arnold Expedition 

Tape Voices. 

.... Jim Hart 

Michael Fox 


Tom Dwyer 

David De Turk 

Organist and Singer. 

... Lawrence C. Davis 


SCENE I 

Scene I takes place on May 15, 1774, in the home of Jeremiah 
Hill. The time is near supper. 


SCENE II 

Scene II is set in the home of George and Elizabeth Goldthwait 
on the evening of July 29. It is growing late and the children are 
in bed. 


SCENE III 

The afternoon of July 30 at the Meeting House on the Pool 

Road. 





























“LIBERTY DEFENDED” 


On July 30, 1774, the citizens of Biddeford and Saco (at that 
time the same Town) met in this Meeting House to decide whether 
or not they would support the Town of Boston, the capitol of the 
Province of Massachusetts (of which Maine was then a part), in its 
call for a voluntary non-importation agreement directed against 
Great Britain. The call for a non-importation agreement was the re¬ 
sult of acts of the British Parliament which closed the Port of 
Boston to trade and forced other retaliatory measures on Boston as 
punishment for the Boston Tea Party. Those acts, and the re¬ 
sponse to them by Americans from Biddeford to South Carolina, set 
in motion an irrevocable chain of events that led to the Revolution 
of 1776 and continued until the Constitution of the United States of 
America was established in 1789. 

It took Thomas Jefferson thirteen days to write the Declaration 
of Independence; it took thirteen years for the American Colonies 
to fight for their Independence and form the United States. Two 
hundred years later, according to many scholars and commentators, 
we may have only another thirteen years to take steps to preserve 
independence and democracy not only for the United States, but for 
all of the peoples of the world. The American Revolution changed 
the Old Order, it marked the end of the Ancien Regime, and it be¬ 
came a model and example for people and countries around the 
globe. As the American Bicentennial approaches, the key issue is 
the same now as it was then: whether or not a Republic operated 
on democratic principles can work, and remain a model for the 
world. 


“Liberty Defended” is based on the events and unfolding hu¬ 
man drama surrounding the summer of *74. Though only a tiny part 
of the total drama, it serves to remind us of the power individuals 
have in a democratic state, the force that can be exerted by a uni¬ 
fied people — when they choose to make their voices heard and 
their actions felt. 




THE MAJOR HISTORICAL CHARACTERS 


JAMES SULLIVAN Rorn in Rerwick in 1744, James Sullivan 
studied law with his brother, John, and began practice in Lincoln 
County Courthouse. He came to Riddeford after his marriage to 
Hetty Odiorne of Rerwick and became the town’s first resident at¬ 
torney. In 1774, at the age of 30, he was appointed to the King’s 
Council for York County and, ironically, he was elected shortly 
after the July 30th meeting as Riddeford’s representative to the 
Congress called to discuss further action against King George and 
Rritain. A friend of John Adams (who visited him in Riddeford in 
1770), Sullivan soon became an important figure in the Revolution. 
He was responsible for the fortification of Roston in 1777 and 
served on more than 100 committees of the Provincial Congress in 
a period of 18 months. In 1778 he moved to Groton, Massachusetts. 
A leading figure thereafter in Massachusetts government, he served 
in many capacities, including election in 1807 and 1808 to the Gov¬ 
ernorship of Massachusetts (including Maine). He died in office on 
December 10, 1808 at the age of 64. Sullivan wrote the first his¬ 
tory of Maine in 1795 and in 1796 was appointed agent to set the 
boundary between New Brunswick and Maine. 

JEREMIAH HILL, ESQ. Hill participated in the American Revo¬ 
lution and became a Captain during it. A leading citizen of Bidde- 
ford in the years prior to the war when he was a representative to 
the Massachusetts General Court from 1771-73, he served the town 
in many ways in the years after the war. 

GEORGE GOLDTHWAIT The Goldthwait family is one of the 
oldest in Riddeford, the ancestral home formerly standing on Fort 
Hill and the end of Hill’s Beach (where a fort was actually built be¬ 
hind their home to protect the “Gut” leading into Riddeford Pool). 
George Goldthwait was one of only two Tories in the Riddeford 
area during the seven years of the Revolution and it is interesting 
to note that the family split during this time with one branch adding 
an “e” to the name to distinguish it from the Tory family. Descen¬ 
dants of both branches still live in Riddeford. 

REV. MOSES MORRILL Rev. Morrill was the second ordained 
Minister to live in Riddeford and served for years as the first Pas¬ 
tor of the Church at what is now called the Meeting House. 

DR. AARON PORTER Arriving in Riddeford in 1773, only a 
year before events began to grow more heated, Dr. Porter was the 
second physician known to have lived in the town. Suspecting 
what would probably happen between America and Britain, he took 


the precaution of stockpiling medicines before the outbreak of hos¬ 
tilities, foresiight that must have been welcome to his patients 
during the Revolutionary years. 

RISHWORTH JORDAN, SR., ESQ. A respected and active mem¬ 
ber of the community, Jordan served as selectman, town clerk and a 
member of the Committee of Inspection and Correspondence. 

CAPTAIN RENJAMIN HOOPER As Innkeeper, Renjamin Hooper 
was certainly an important man in Biddeford. In fact, it is recorded 
that many town meetings accomplished little in formal session and 
had to adjourn to Hooper’s tavern to get the real work done! Capt. 
Hooper was captain of the town militia, first postmaster of Bidde¬ 
ford, surveyor of highways, selectman and member of the Committee 
of Inspection and Correspondence. 


THE OLD MEETING HOUSE 

The history of the Meeting House on the Old Pool Road begins 
on November 23, 1757, when a town meeting of the citizens of 
Biddeford voted to erect such a building on the West side of the 
Saco River on land that lay either on the property of Thomas Emery 
or his neighbor, Matthew Patten, between the road and the river. 
As it turned out, the site finally chosen was on land donated by 
Thomas Emery. 

About three-and-a-half months later, at a town meeting on 
March 13, 1758, it was voted to establish a committee to accept 
the land and to take charge of the building of the Meeting House bv 
providing for materials and workmen, the costs to be paid by a sub¬ 
scription raised for that purpose. Included on the committee were: 
Rishworth Jordan, Joseph Dyer, Benjamin Hooper and Jeremiah 
Hill. Under the supervision of Nathaniel Perkins, Master Builder, 
the Meeting House was built and completed in 1758. 

Only a few years later, however, another town meeting, on 
March 30, 1761, voted to name a committee consisting of Captain 
Tristam Jordan and Joseph Tarbox to sell the Meeting House to the 
highest bidder. It thus became a church, purchased for the use of 
the First Parish Church, Congregational, of Biddeford. This church 
eventually became the mother church of the First Parish Congrega¬ 
tional Church of Saco and the United Church of Christ Congregation 
of Biddeford. 

The Meeting House as it now stands is considerably different 
than the original. An examination of the attic of the building sug- 




gests that there was a belfry and a staircase at the front end of the 
building constructed outside the Meeting House proper, rather than 
through the roof. A fair amount of remodeling is known to have 
been done in 1840, when the belfry was removed, pew galleries 
along the sides of the interior were taken down, the pulpit lowered 
and the sounding board removed. Records of the tax collector for 
1808 state that the church had forty-six pews; there are currently 
fifty-six, an indication that the five pews on either side of the 
present pulpit may have been added in 1840. 

Architectural research is being continued by the Historical So¬ 
ciety for the purpose of eventually restoring the building to its 
original form. It is also the Society’s purpose to use the building 
as a museum and for Society meetings relating to history and cul¬ 
ture. There is also a plan to develop the site itself by landsca¬ 
ping it and surrounding it with an old-fashioned stone wall. 

The Meeting House was an important part of early Biddeford 
life. It was here that the Declaration of Independence was read 
to the people in July of 1776. Throughout the Revolution meetings 
were held to pass resolutions in support of the War for Indepen¬ 
dence. It is the hope of the Society that this Meeting House will 
again play an important role in Biddeford’s history — hopefully for 
at least the next two hundred years. 
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